
Minutes of a meeting of the Policy & Resources Committee of Bingham Town Council 
 held in the Council Chamber at The Old Court House, Church Street, Bingham, 

 on Tuesday 30 July 2019 at 7.00pm 
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PRESENT:   
 
Councillors: A Shelton, R Bird, T Wallace, M Stockwood, J Stockwood and F Purdue-Horan. 
 
Also present: Councillor V Leach and J Lewis 
 
Officers: J Riddle (Deputy Clerk) and N Conduit. 
 
Members of the Public: 2 
  
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
All Councillors were present. 
 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
Councillors F Purdue-Horan, R Bird, T Wallace, A Shelton and J Stockwood completed a 
dispensation form as members of Neighbourhood Plan Group. The dispensations were agreed due to 
insufficient Councillors being able to participate in matters relating to the Neighbourhood Plan. 
Councillor R Bird declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 11a, Diabetes Group. Councillor F 
Purdue-Horan declared an interest in item 19 as a member of the pensions committee at Nottingham 
County Council. Councillor T Wallace declared an interest as a member of the civil service pension 
scheme in item 19. 
 
3. MINUTES 
 
RECOMMEND: that the minutes of 04 June 2019, Folio 9306-9324 were taken as read, approved and 
signed by the Chair as a true record. 
 
4. Q1 REVENUE TO BUDGET – FOLIOS 9354 - 9356 

 
The Q1 revenue to budget was reviewed and noted. 

 
5. ACCOUNTS PAID REPORT – FOLIOS 9357 - 9359 

 
The accounts paid report to 30 June 2019 was reviewed and it was agreed to: 
 
RECOMMEND: approval of £94,817.32 

 
6. BANK RECONCILIATIONS – FOLIOS 9360 - 9365 

 
a) The Reconciliation Report up to 31 May 2019 was presented to Councillors and it was agreed to 

RECOMMEND: approval of the Reconciliation Report. 
 

b) The Reconciliation Report up to 30 June 2019 was presented to Councillors and it was agreed to 
RECOMMEND: approval of the Reconciliation Report. 
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7. PRIORITIES FOR THE FORTHCOMING YEAR 
 
Current priorities and ideas for the committee to take forward were considered. The priorities noted 
were: 
Progression of a new long stay car park, business and IT continuity, making tax digital, reducing the 
Council’s carbon imprint, responsible commuting, supporting plastic free Bingham and the council’s 
resources including employees. 
 
8. HEALTH AND SAFETY POLICY, HANDBOOK AND INSPECTION REPORT 
 
The committee noted the policy that was reviewed at the last meeting and the Handbook. The work 
that had been completed since the last inspection was acknowledged. As outstanding items were 
completed, the committee was to receive further updates. 
 
9. RESPONSE TO GROWTH BOARD MASTER PLAN ACTIONS 
 
• The committee agreed an update to the Growth Board, including, Bingham Town Council working 

with Rushcliffe Borough Council to streamline booking the Market Place for events and the 
committee noted a market manager had been employed.  

• Bingham Town Council were also working with a newly formed Bingham Community Events group 
to increase community involvement.   

• Nottinghamshire County Council had installed a new cycle park in Eaton Place.  
• Bingham Town Council had given a grant to RCVS Voluntary Transport Scheme to support  

safe, affordable transport to meet the needs of people who experience difficulty in using /accessing 
transport.  

• A Bingham resident has offered to donate funds for a new bench/benches at the Linear Park and 
Bingham Town Council were to co-ordinate with Friends of Bingham Linear Park to agree to 
maintain any benches installed. The Town Council also supports the group with the agreed 
renewed Biodiversity Management Plan for management of the Linear Park. Wildflowers were also 
being planted at the entrance to the Linear Park.  

• Bingham Town Council were progressing the Long Stay Car Park on the contaminated allotment 
site. 

The agreed update would be sent to the Growth Board. 
 
10. REVIEW OF COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 

 
Councillor G Simms had requested to join the Recreation and Amenities Committee, bringing the 
committee membership to 7 and Councillor J Best had asked to stand down from the Planning 
Committee. It was agreed to add to Full Council to discuss if any Councillor had an interest in joining 
another committee and to: 

RECOMMEND that Councillor J Best be replaced on the Planning Committee by Councillor W 
Stapleton and Councillor G Simms be added to the Recreation and Amenities Committee 
membership. 
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11. GRANT REQUESTS 
 
The committee noted that these requests were not for capital expenditure. 

a) Diabetes Group – Councillor Bird gave his advice received on his interest to the Clerk and did 
not vote on this item. 
RECOMMEND that the Grant Aid application was not supported. 

b) Neighbourhood Plan –  
RECOMMEND that the Grant Aid application was not supported. 
 

12. REVIEW OF THE STAFF HANDBOOK 
 
The committee noted that an alteration to ‘three members of Policy and Resources would be involved 
at initial stages and then three members of the Full Council for appeal stages’ for the disciplinary 
section of the staff handbook, needed amending as previously agreed. After agreement of the 
alteration at Full Council, each member of staff to be issued with the staff handbook and a signature 
received. It was agreed to 
 
RECOMMEND: that the alteration to the staff handbook be approved. 
 
13. DEPUTY CLERK AS SIGNATORY FOR GRANT APPLICATIONS 

 
In the absence of a Clerk, it was agreed to: 
 
RECOMMEND that the Deputy Clerk be authorised to sign Grant Applications. 
 
14. AUTHORISED SIGNATORIES FOR THE COUNCILS BANK 

 
It was confirmed that the signatories, Councillor R Bird, F Purdue-Horan, M Monni and J Stockwood 
would be added to the bank as signatories and the Deputy Clerk would contact them to take make the 
arrangements. The issues of petty cash and small purchases was discussed and it was agreed to: 
 
RECOMMEND that the Responsible Financial Officer be a signatory and to apply for a cash card for 
purposes of petty cash and small purchases signed by two councillors, following the limits set in the 
financial regulations. 

 
15. UPDATE FROM RUSHCLIFFE BOROUGH COUNCIL IN RELATION TO THE LONG STAY CAR 

PARK, COMMUNITY HALL AND MARKET PLACE 
 

An initial response was considered to Rushcliffe Borough Council and it was agreed that a 
representative from Rushcliffe Borough Council be invited to the 20 August meeting to give an 
overview of the scheme and to discuss the commitment to the community facilities. It was agreed to: 
 
RECOMMEND that 

1. That Bingham Town Council on August 20th 2019 agree in principle funding a community 
centre in the Rushcliffe Borough Council proposal at Chapel Lane from the Community Chest 

2. That support for point 1 is dependent on; 
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a. An indication of the community centre facilities required in the actual design are as 
shown in the architect's drawing 6247 K 02 Rev A and HSSP DWING 6247 K 03, (a main 
hall of at least 350m2 (minimum width 17m) with high level ceiling (internal height of a 
minimum 6.1m), permanent stage area and partitionable hall, kitchen, bar, storage, foyer, 
changing rooms and toilets along with service access to kitchen and storage and access 
to outside areas from the main hall) 

b. The actual design to maximise the opportunities of co-location 
c. The actual design to maximise opportunities for expansion of facilities to meet future 

needs 
d. The future community use of the community centre is legally secured 
e. The future equipping, maintenance, management and all future costs of the community 

centre are the responsibility of RBC and it's contractors. 
f. That the BRUFC project also receives funding from the Community Chest 
g. If the Community Chest funds are not sufficient to deliver both the RBC proposal 

community centre and the BRUFC project, then Bingham Town Council must be further 
consulted as to whether BTC wants to provide additional funding or amended facilities 
requirements. 

3. All Councillors to receive paper copies of this decision, the Mayor's Community Centre 
summary note and the note's supporting documents by Friday 2nd August 2019 for them to 
consider their views on the matter. 

4. The decision and the architect's drawings to be sent to RBC by Friday 2nd August as Bingham 
Town Council's initial response. 

 
16. INDUCTION LOOP SYSTEM FOR THE COUNCIL CHAMBER 
 
The committee discussed an induction loop for the Council Chamber to assist those with hearing aid 
devices. When obtaining quotes for the recording of meetings, it was agreed to also quote for an 
induction loop. Quotes were to be obtained and brought back to committee for consideration. 

 
17. MEMBERSHIP AND TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE CAR PARK SUB-COMMITTEE 

 
No alterations were made. 

 
18. TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES FOR COUNCILLORS 

 
The Local Councils Public Advisory Service was considered as an option for training of Councillors 
and by becoming members, this would also offer the Council an alternative provision of advice for the 
Staff and Council. It was agreed to: 
 
RECOMMEND to join the LCPAS for a 1 Year subscription of £220 and a new Councillors course be 
arranged for the Council. 

 
19. FUTURE PENSION PROVISION FOR NEW EMPLOYEES 

 
The committee agreed that more comparative information on the costs of the current scheme versus 
the costs of moving to a new pension scheme were required. It was agreed that a task group be 
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arranged comprising of Councillors T Wallace, F Purdue-Horan, V Leach and A Shelton, with the aim 
to gather the information and to prepare a report for consideration at Full Council in August. 

 
20. RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE COMMUNITY AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

 
Standing orders were suspended at 9.02pm to allow a member of the Bingham Community 
Events Group to speak, standing orders were re-instated at 9.26pm. Item 20c was taken before 
20a and 20b. The minutes are recorded to reflect the agenda order. 
 
a) Continued trial and investigation into commercial stall hiring - 

RECOMMEND to continue to trial commercial stall hire 
b) CCTV recorder - 

RECOMMEND that the CCTV recorder be purchased from the Environment/CCTV Reserve 
c) Request from Bingham Community Events Group to run the Christmas Fair - 

RECOMMEND that the Council work with Bingham Community Events Group on the 
Christmas Fair. Councillor M Stockwood would liaise with the group on decisions. 

d) Stage for the Christmas Fair - 
RECOMMEND that a stage, up to the cost of £2475.83 plus VAT be ordered for the Christmas 
Fair. 

 
21. RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE RECREATION AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE 

 
a) Cemetery Tree Works –  

RECOMMEND that the tree works at the Cemetery be undertaken and that the Clerk be given 
delegated authority to arrange the works from the options given of £3000 plus chipper hire or 
£3850 with chipper. 

b) Asbestos Report at Wynhill -  
The cost of an Asbestos Report will be reported to Full Council. 
 

22. LIS GRANT APPLICATIONS FOR WYCHWOOD ROAD AND COGLEY LANE 
 
The Council noted the successful LIS grant application for Wychwood Road and the unsuccessful 
application for Cogley Lane. Two signatories were required for acceptance of the grant, it was 
agreed to 
 
RECOMMEND that the Mayor, Councillor J Stockwood and the Deputy Mayor, Councillor A 
Shelton, sign the LIS grant acceptance for Wychwood Road for £14,950. 
 

23. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 
 
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960  
PRIOR TO THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE NEXT BUSINESS, THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION 
WAS PROPOSED, SECONDED AND CARRIED:  
“That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the 
public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded, and they are instructed to withdraw”  
 
It was agreed by all committee members, as per standing orders, to extend the meeting till 10.30pm. 
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The following matters were discussed: 
 
 

1. Confidential Notes from the Policy and Resources meeting, 4 June 2019 
 
RECOMMEND that the amendment to item C was accepted and the notes be accepted. 

 
2. Staff Matters 

 
RECOMMEND that the Deputy Clerk be made Acting Town Clerk 
 
RECOMMEND that a 6 Month Temporary Contract be offered for a Full Time Grounds person 
 
RECOMMEND the initial response to the staffing review, noting further work was required. 

Meeting Closed at:  10.32pm             

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…………………………CHAIRMAN 

        
                Date: ………………………. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

• Approval of the account paid report to 30 June £94,817.32 
• Approval of the bank reconciliation reports to 31 May and 30 June 
• Councillor J Best be replaced on the Planning Committee by Councillor W Stapleton 

and Councillor G Simms be added to the Recreation and Amenities Committee 
membership. 

• Grant Aid request from the Diabetes Group not to be supported 
• Grant Aid request from the Neighbourhood Plan not to be supported  
• Alteration to the staff handbook 
• Deputy Clerk as the signatory for grant applications 
• RFO be added as a signatory and to request a bank card in the RFO name 
• Initial response to RBC for the Community Centre on Chapel Lane 
• Membership of LCPAS for 1 year 
• Continue trials into commercial stall hire 
• CCTV recorder to be purchased 
• Work with Bingham Community Events Group on the Christmas 2019 Fair 
• Stage costs for the Christmas Fair up £2475.83 plus VAT 
• Cemetery tree work be arranged with the Clerk having delegated authority on the 

method 
• The Mayor and Deputy Mayor to sign the LIS grant acceptance for Wychwood Road 
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