Minutes of a meeting of the Policy & Resources Committee of Bingham Town Council
 held in the Council Chamber at The Old Court House, Church Street, Bingham,
 on Tuesday 3 March 2020 at 7.00pm

PRESENT:		

Councillors: A Shelton, T Wallace, R Bird, J Stockwood and F Purdue-Horan

Officer: S Pyke (Clerk) & J Riddle (Deputy Clerk)

Members of the Public: 4 including Councillor J Lewis 
	
1. [bookmark: OLE_LINK23][bookmark: OLE_LINK28]APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
[bookmark: OLE_LINK22][bookmark: OLE_LINK24]
An apology for absence was received and accepted from Councillor M Stockwood due to a commitment at Rushcliffe Borough Council.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor F Purdue-Horan declared an interest in item 16, as a County Councillor supporting the application. 

3. [bookmark: OLE_LINK36][bookmark: _Hlk28958053]MINUTES

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK3]The minutes of 29 October 2019, Folio 9416-9417 were not signed by the Chair. A query was raised over the authority of the committee to agree actions rather than recommend. Legal advice would be sought on the matter.

4. MINUTES

The minutes of 17 December 2019, Folio 9434-9455 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chair as a true record.

5. MINUTES

The minutes of the extra-ordinary meeting on 14 January 2020, Folio 9461-9463 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chair as a true record.

6. ACCOUNTS PAID REPORT TO 31 JANUARY 2020 – FOLIOS 9494-9496

[bookmark: _Hlk29299449]RECOMMEND: approval of the accounts paid report of £53,168.13

7. BUDGET REVIEW REPORT TO 31 JANUARY 2020 – FOLIOS 9497 – 9499

It was noted that a concern was raised regarding the overspend of the budgeted HR fees for the year. The report was noted. 

8. BANK RECONCILIATIONS – FOLIOS 9500-9507

[bookmark: OLE_LINK4][bookmark: OLE_LINK5]								
The Reconciliation Reports to 31 December 2019 and 31 January 2020 were presented and it was agreed to 
RECOMMEND: approval of the Reconciliation Reports.

9. [bookmark: OLE_LINK11]PROGRESS OF THE RUGBY CLUB PLANNING APPLICATION AND ACTIONS

Standing Orders were suspended at 7:05pm and reinstated at 7:20pm to enable members of the public to participate. 

A representative of Bingham Rugby Club updated the committee that it was hoped that the planning application would go before the Planning Committee at the Borough Council on 12 March. Concerns had been raised by a resident over the recent flooding of the pitches, but after further discussion, a flood risk assessment would unlikely be a pre-condition due to the area of land being under 1 hectare.

The fields had never seen the flooding of recent weeks and many ditches seem to be converging into the ditch at the railway edge of Wynhill. A flood risk assessment would be welcome if the Town Council wished to carry one out.

The Architect, was moving forward with the work on the next stage of preparing tenders so that if the Planning Permission is granted, things can proceed without delay. The Rugby Club asked if a representative of the Town Council would be part of any working group moving forward.

The Committee confirmed that the Rugby Club will be reporting via the Recreation and Amenities Committee.

10. CONSIDERATION OF PUBLIC CONSULTATION ON INFRASTRUCTURE & COMMUNITY PROJECTS

Three projects were noted as needing public consultation, the community facility improvements at Wynhill, purchase of land for sports pitches and purchase of Warners Paddock site. The information would be presented to the Council on 24 March, so that one public consultation could move forward, rather than three. Subject to the land valuations being complete, as the tight timescales were noted,  it was agreed to:

RECOMMEND: that the Full Council, on 24 March, move forward with public consultation.

11. GRANT  APPLICATIONS

Standing Orders were suspended at 7:49pm and were reinstated at 7:50pm to enable members of the public to participate. They were further suspended at 7.54pm and were re-instated at 7.56pm.

a) Bomberz Skateboarding CIC – a member of the Community Interest Company gave background information on the group and details of the planned event.
It was agreed to:

RECOMMEND: that a Grant of £1175 be awarded to Bomberz Skateboarding CIC.

b) Ready Steady Go – the committee noted that this was run as a business by an individual. The committee therefore could not consider making a grant to an individual, due to the grant policy.

c) Community Heartbeat Trust – This item could not be considered as no application had been received in time for the meeting.

12. [bookmark: OLE_LINK6][bookmark: OLE_LINK7]DONATION TO METHODIST CENTRE FOR ROOM HIRE FOR CIVIC AWARDS

[bookmark: _Hlk29299759]It was RECOMMENDED: that a donation of £50 be made to the Methodist Centre. 

13. [bookmark: OLE_LINK8][bookmark: OLE_LINK9][bookmark: OLE_LINK49][bookmark: OLE_LINK50][bookmark: OLE_LINK51]ROOM HIRE CHARGES IN SUPPORT OF THE ARMED FORCES COVENANT MEETING

It was RECOMMENDED: that no charge be made as the meeting is for Town Council business.

14. TO CONSIDER THE RE-JOINING OF THE NOTTINGHAMSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS

The Chair was investigating alternatives, a decision was therefore deferred to the Policy Sub-Committee.

15. [bookmark: OLE_LINK15][bookmark: OLE_LINK16]RE-MAPPING THE CURRENT RESERVE HEADINGS TO THE 3 YEAR FORECAST

The committee considered the previous reserve headings and it was:

RECOMMENDED: that the Promotions & Depot reserve headings be deleted and the amount in the Depot Reserve be transferred into the Recreation Equipment reserve.

The reserve headings will be mapped to the three year reserves plan at the end of the financial year and brought back to committee.

16. COGLEY LANE LIS GRANT FUNDING SUBMISSION

The Local Improvement Scheme Grant submission was noted as being submitted for the refurbishment of the Cogley Lane Play Area.

17. CONSIDER ACTIONS IN RELATION TO THE UTILITY VEHCILES TRAILER

The Committee noted that after the Clerk was informed that the Council’s trailer was agricultural, the trailer had been removed from use and the circumstances surround the trailer would be looked at. It was agreed to move the item for further discussion under confidential.
	
18. [bookmark: _GoBack]ROOM BOOKINGS REPORT TO 31 JANUARY 2020 (FOLIOS 9508 - 9509)

The report was noted and it requested that an additional column be added to include the invoiced amounts.

19. GOOD WORK PLAN

The Clerk updated that committee that preparations to write to each individual employee had been made, with advice from the Council’s external HR consultants. To make sure that the additional information, should it be requested by an employee to add to their contract, would be written, checked by the HR consultant and presented for approval to avoid delays in adding the information.

20. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS
[bookmark: OLE_LINK32][bookmark: OLE_LINK33][bookmark: _Hlk516745649]
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 
PRIOR TO THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE NEXT BUSINESS, THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION WAS PROPOSED, SECONDED AND CARRIED: 
“That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded, and they are instructed to withdraw” 

The following matters were discussed:

1. Confidential Notes from the Policy and Resources meeting, 14 January 2020

RECOMMEND: that the notes be approved.

2. Staff capacity working group meeting, 16 January 2020

RECOMMEND: that the notes be approved.

3. Land Valuations

RECOMMEND: If Quote A cannot not proceed, Quote B for 1250 + VAT and relevant expenditure would be instructed and Quote C for £1900 + VAT and disbursements, should be instructed if quote A or B are not be able to proceed.

4. Staffing Matters

RECOMMEND: that a Grounds Person be employed for a fixed term contract of 5 days a week from 1st April to 30th September 2020.
RECOMMEND: that the course is not supported.



Meeting Closed at: 9.24pm   
    …………………………CHAIRMAN
							
					           Date: ……………………….

 				RECOMMENDATIONS:
· Approval of the accounts paid report of £53,168.13
· Approval of the Reconciliation Reports to 31 December 2019 & 31 January 2020
· The Full Council, on 24 March, move forward with public consultation for projects
· A grant of £1175 be awarded to Bomberz Skateboarding CIC.
· A donation of £50 be made to the Methodist Centre for the Civic Awards evening
· No charge be made for the Armed Forces Covenant meeting as it is for Town Council business.
· The Promotions & Depot reserve headings be deleted and the amount in the Depot Reserve be transferred into the Recreation Equipment reserve. 
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